M uranderera Project
September 2004 trip to Burund

Dear Friendand Supporter,

Inny June30™ Update, | mentioned to you that | had written tothe General M anagers of two
intemationd airlines, askingthemto condder supportingour HIV/ AIDS orphan children’s Pro-
ject by dondingthenecessary air tickets to makehappen my tripto Burundi. Regrettably, their
response fell far short of my expedations Yet, asyou may recall, the meetings as planned in Bu-
rund were very important for thefuture of M urandereraProject.

Thecharman of theboard had repeatedly insisted on my presence thereand tha it would be
highly appreciatedto partidpate inthe decision meking of the two critical issues beforethe
board, namely alocation of the fird major grant following clearly defined and fair criteriaand
choosing thesite for the construction of the multipurpaosefacility-classrooms.

My family has contributed the funds for the trip and asmall group of friends back home has
kindy written off most of the living expenses. M oreover, my son Gilleswho lives in Newark,
DE, dso ao-founder of M uranderera, was able to makethe trip with me.

We left Newark, NJon August 23in the evening, to arrive in Bujumburaon August 25, at 15:50.
A surprisindy large group of friends, family members and the chairman of the board had or gan-
ized an exceptionally warmwelcome at the Airport.

On August 29, we held our first meeting with the Executive Committee, opened to other members of

the Associaion present in Bujumbura. | gave themafull accourt of al the donaions received and
the details of al expenses incurred, as per the June 30th Update. | informed the Committee of afirst

amount of $US500.00 | had aready handed over to the chairman, and of anothe $U S1500.00 that
should arrive shortly through bank transfer, which has proved to be an interesting learning experi-
encefor our futuretransactions. | dso informed the Committee of two boxes sent as gfts

by afriend and strong supporter of M uranderera: one carried Burundi flag fromthe finest selection
of fabrics and the ather contained ahundred buttons spedally designed for members of M urander-

era. The gifts werebeautiful, and an order has jugt been put in for a couple hundred buttons plus car
stickers! No doubt about it, these ae helpful tools in recruiting and fundraising

At that same meeting, the decisionwas madeto g on thesite of the Prgject and meet with the
children, thar parents, reldives, friends and with the local administration officials; and then pro-

ceedwith the distribution of schod supplies. September is traditionally knownto be the begn
ningof anew schod year. September 4-5weekend was the only availabl e, if we wereto recon
cilethe many timeconstraints and families’ obligations that mos members seemed to have.

Pradtical arrangements hadto sart right away, inorder to be ready onthe set date. Various tasks
wereassigned to members of the Association and additional volunteerswere being sought with

the cooperaion of thelocd administration officids. For theinvitations to reachin timeevery one
concerned, word had to besent out viatheNationa Radio.

On September 4, the chairman of the board opened the meeting & 11: 00AM . There was alarge
gathering of children, their parentsand rdatives; loca officials lead by the Head of Bikanka zone
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and Representativeof the Adminigrator of M ukike Commune. M urandeera delegation received
astanding ovation, with agpecia ref erenceto Gillesand 1, “ who have mede thetrip from far
abroad in Americato bringus igikemanyi”, amgor grant in Kirundi.

Soekinginhis dua capacity, thehead of Bikanka zone reiterated the request that M uranderera
assig, nat only 140 orphan children who ae being raised by ther elder sblingsor grandparents,
but dl the arphanswho have been identified through theentire Bikankazone, bringingthe num-

ber of orphan children in the zoneto 275!

Theissue had been recently raised with the chairman of the board, who conducted his own inves-
tigation and advised me, after consultation with the Exeautive Committee. So, | had stated to
gveit somethoughts: | saw it as an oppartunity for M urandererato be truly indusive and in the

best interest of theorphans, | thought tha it wasagreat seed for our cogperation with the locd
administration offidas, and that it will serve us well, when we mobilizeand rally the popula-

tionsin Bikanka zone around the Project.

Thechairman’s address to the assembly followed, and reerringto the Head of zone request,
he turned to me and said: “our guest of honor is goingtorespond to it”.

Having passed swiftly through theusua words of courtesy, | acknowledged theconcem ex-
pressed by both the Administrator and theHead of zone, and gave them our podtive answer.
| recalled briefly Murandereramission and insisted on itsinclusiveness. Then | cdled the atten-

tiontothis darificaion: every HIV/AID Sorphan child in Bikanka zoneshal qualify for assis-
tance, but reyettably M urandererawas unable to accept at this sage any child on the grounds

that his/her parentsare poor! Such aclarification had become necessary, in view of some high
expectations Gillesand | have been hearing sinceour arriva, indudingfrom my own friends and
family members. | dosed my remaks by thanking the membersof M uranderera, in particular our
chairman for the excellent volunteer work done.

| also thanked the children, their parents and relatives and friends, and the loca authorities for
the exceptiona warm welcome given to us, and | promised that | shall convey their expressions
of thanks and deep gratitude to ther other friendsand supportersin America, who sincerely cae
for them and have generously contributed to make ico gikemanyi happen.

Thechairman then proceeded with the distribution of school supplies. They were boucht localy
and packaged in sets of notebooksper child and school year levd. Schools supplies areabig
concern, definitely the mogt deterring factor, evenfor thewell-off parents whenit comes to send-
ing achild to schod. Please, keep in mind that there is no such thing asamonthly ched for our
peasantry!

Children, paents, locd officials and car efully selected nel ghborswere dlowedto takethe sets of
notebooks for any asent sblings and children whose names were call ed.

Nevertheless, at theend weheard several claims, some were askingwhy they did not receive any
school supplies, others wondered why ther names, although submitted through the locd officid,
werenot onthelist. The chairmanthought it wise to request theHead of Bikanka zoneto hear
the daims, ensure that every eigble orphan child is on his fina list and reportto him within a
week. Univasity and senior High School students ill in summe vacation were also asked to
help if and where needed.



A representaive of the orphan children spoke lagt, expressing eloquently their deep appreciation
toMurandaeradelegationfor such abig help tothem. He asked the A ssociation to aso consider
helpingthempay school uniforms tuition and hedth insurance. T hese three paints were effec-
tively gill under review inthe Executive Committee, which for many obvious reasons has al-
ready agreedto give apriority consideration tothe health of thechildren.

Themeeting adjouned at 3:.00 PM.

T hereafter, adrink and collation was offered by the Exeautive Committee to the local admini-
stration officials and to members of M uranderera, allowing us to continue exchanging informdly
on the Project, in amuch more rel ax setting at thehome of one of our key supporter. Gilles and |
stayed overnight and spent the next day visiting and reuniting with family members. Gilles had
left Burundi fifteenyears ago and had not returned since!

Thevisit toMr. Bitabuzi Mahiaswas high on my agenda for he and my father are old friends
Youmay recall the grandparent you saw inthe 15 minutes video projected at our benefit recep-
tionin M arch thisyear. Heis awidower raising his grandchildren orphaned by the HIV/AIDS

pandemic. Bitabuzi family was thesingesocial success case in our village: seven sonsand one
daudhter all trained in onespecidty at lesst! Theold man could have been spared any kind of

worry, but it is quite the gppositetoday . Any onewould like to hear himtell hisso sad sory : how
inthew... is he managingto survive after so many mouming peiods hehas gone through?
Gilles and | wak ed about four miles down alongstretch of hillsto his home. We sat and talked

for four hours, including one hour spent together this time walking up the hills. M r. Bitabuzi re-
membered mevery well; hetold us that heis 91-year-old and that heisabout ten y ears older

than my father; hetook hispen and a piece of paper to corectly write his first and last names;
hetdd us one of his corveestoriesin mid- thirties... At his age, his mental and physica health
appears to be as goad as it can be, with no sound of bitterness! We both had ageat time, and
especidly very rewardingto me personaly.

Withregardto the other critical issue, thesite for the construction of themultipurposefacility,
consultations have been ongoing during our stay in Burundi. They involved above a the found-
ing members of M uranderea, thenei ghbors, parents and relatives of theorphan children, the lo-
ca administration officias, includngthe Administrator of M ukike. By the end of September
when | left Burundi, the matter seamed to be getting much closer to its conclusion; and based on
my understanding of the stakes, the chairman’s recommendation will beapproved.

Let me conclude by speaking on behalf of those dhildren: Gillesand | tekeit seaiously as our
duty to convey toyouthe many expressions of gopreciation and deep gratitudewe were privi-
legedto hear duringour entire sojourn. But, we are convinced that thosewords express only par-
tidly dl thesmiling and joy ful faces we witnessed, particularly the faces of theorphan children.
We dso want to express again to you our own graitude for having helped us care for those
ophans. Enabling them to embark on the right track towards reganing hope for a better future
truly meansarebirth for every oneof them!

We gill nead, and thereforeask for y our continued support, as our good work hes just garted.

Ambassador Benoit Seburyamo, co-founder



